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FROM THE CHAIRMAN 
22 August 1995 
The Honourable Steve Hatton MLA 

Attorney-General 
Parliament House 
State Square 
DARWIN NT 0800 

Dear Mr Attorney 

The 1994/1995 Annual Report of the Northern Territory Legal Aid Commission is 
presented on behalf of the Commissioners and staff of the Commission. 

The Commission has achieved a number of its objectives set for the year. These 
include the purchase of premises in Alice Springs, the acquisition of a Legal 
Practice Management System to meet the changing organisational requirements, 
a reduction in time taken to assess applications for legal aid and the completion 
of a revision of the Commission Guidelines for considering applications for legal 
assistance. 

I do congratulate the staff of the Commission for the time and commitment they 
have made to the development of a corporate plan. The proposed corporate plan 
will be further developed during 1995/96. Members of staff have contributed 
also their own time to the development of their respective professional associations 
as well as other services, for example, the Alice Springs Women's Legal Service 
(Steering Committee), the Darwin Community Legal Service, The Mediation 
Association of the Northern Territory, the Law Society, Family Law Group and 
Somerville Family Visiting Centre. 

I acknowledge the support given to the Northern Territory Legal Aid Commission 
by the private practitioners and government lawyers in the Northern Territory 
and the academic lawyers from the Northern Territory University. Members of 
the private profession, government lawyers and academic lawyers give of their 
time to serve on the Contingency Legal Aid Fund Committee and the Review 
Committees. During the current year, 396 applications for aid were referred to 
private practitioners. In addition to this, members of the private profession have 
assisted in the duty lawyer services provided in the Magistrates Courts, Juvenile 
and other Courts throughout the Territory. 

In May 1995, the Commonwealth Government issued the Justice Statement which 
has implications for the operation of the Commission in the years ahead. Two of 
the most important developments proposed for the next twelve months are the 
establishment of an office of the Commission in Katherine and the provision of a 
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toll free telephone Legal fnformation Service. Initially this service will be only in 

non-English speaking people. 

I extend nny thanks to my fellow Commissioners and to the Director and staff of 
the Commission for their continued commitment to the provision of legal aid 
services in the Northern Territory. 

Yours sincerely, 

the English language. There are plans to expand this to meet the needs of the 

Sally G Thomas 
Chairman 
Northern Territory Legal Aid Commission 
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CHARTER 
Our CHARTER is to ensure that the protection or assertion of the legal rights and interests of 
people in the Northern Territory are not prejudiced by reason of their inability to: 
• obtain access to independent legal advice; 
• afford the f inancial cost of appropriate legal representation; 
• obtain access to the Federal or Territory legal systems; or 
• obtain adequate information about access to the law and legal system. 

DUTIES OF COMMISSION 
In the performance of its function, the Commiss ion shal l : 
• ensure that legal assistance is provided in the most effective, efficient and economic 

manner; 
• ensure that its activities are carried on consistently wi th , and do not prejudice, the 

independence of the private legal profession; 
• liaise and co-operate with, and if the Commiss ion considers it desirable to do so, make 

reciprocal arrangements with, professional bodies representing private legal practitioners 
. ' 1- and other bodies engaged or interested in the provision of legal assistance in the Territory 

or elsewhere; 
• liaise with professional bodies representing private legal practitioners in order to facilitate 

the use, in appropriate circumstances, of services provided by private legal practitioners; 
• make max imum use of services wh i ch private legal practitioners offer to provide on a 

voluntary basis; 
• encourage and permit persons w h o are not legal practitioners to participate, so far as 

the Commiss ion considers it practicable and proper to do so, on a voluntary basis, 
under professional supervision, in the provision of legal assistance by officers; 

• provide officers and agencies of the Commonweal th or a State concerned in the provision 
of legal assistance with such statistical and other information as they reasonably require; 

• • make its service available to persons el igible for legal assistance by establishing such 
local offices, and by making such other arrangements, as it considers appropriate; 

• determine priorities in the provision of legal assistance as between different classes of 
persons or classes of matters; 

• arrange for the provision of duty lawyer services at sittings in the Territory in such 
courts as it considers appropriate; and 

• endeavour to secure the services of language interpreters, marriage counsellors and 
other appropriate persons to assist legally assisted persons in connect ion with matters 
in respect of wh i ch they are provided with legal assistance. 

LEGISLATION 
The Commiss ion was established under the Northern Territory Legal Aid Act 1990. Section 55 
of this Act was amended by the Legal Aid Amendment Act 1992. Sections 11(3), 42 , 45(3), 
55(1), 55(3) were amended by the Financial Management (Consequential Amendments) Act 
1995. 
Regulations under the Legal A i d Act were promulgated on 29 June, 1990 and 30 November, 
1990. 

LEGAL AID AGREEMENT 
An AGREEMENT between the Commonwea l th of Australia and the Northern Territory in relation 
to the provision of Legal A i d was signed on 9 May, 1990. This agreement was amended on 28 
October, 1991. 
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THE COMMISSIONERS 
COMMISSIONERS' ROLE 

To ensure that legal assistance is provided in accordance with the Legal Aid Act 
1990. 

S. THOMAS 
Admitted to practice in the Supreme Court of New South 
Wales in 1963 and subsequently in private practice as a 
partner in a Sydney firm. Appointed as a Stipendiary 
Magistrate of the Northern Territory in 1978. Appointed 
as Chief Stipendiary Magistrate of the Northern Territory 
in 1986. In August 1992, appointed as a judge of the 
Supreme Court of the Northern Territory. Appointed on 
the 1 July 1990 Chairman of the Commission by the 
Northern Territory Attorney-General. 

G. CAVANAGH 
Graduated Monash University with B Juris. LLB London 
University with LLM. Admitted to practice in Victoria in 
1977 and in the Northern Territory in 1982. From 1979-
1982 partner in a Victorian legal firm. Subsequently, after 
periods with the Australian Legal Aid Office and private 
practice in Darwin, joined John Withnall in partnership 
in 1987. Appointed by the Northern Territory Attorney-
General, on the nomination of the Law Society 

D. FARQUHAR 
Graduated ANU with BA LLB Commenced practice in 
the NT in 1977 as Crown Prosecutor; joined Australian 
Legal Aid Office in 1979; in private practice since 1980. 
Currently a partner in a Darwin based legal practice. 
Deputy Chairman of the Forster Foundation (Banyan 
House Drug Rehabilitation); editor of Northern Territory 
Council of Law Reporting. Chairman Public Sector 
Disciplinary/Inability Appeals Board. Appointed by the 
Northern Territory Attorney-General, on the nomination 
of the Commonwealth Attorney-General. 



T.M.GARDNER 
Graduated AND with BEc LLB. Resident of the Northern 
Territory since 1978. Admitted to practice ACT 1977, NSW 
1977 and Northern Territory 1978. Currently Director of 
the Office of the Australian Government Solicitor 
(Northern Territory); President of Law Society of the 
Northern Territory. Appointed by the Northern Territory 
Attorney-General, on the nomination of the 
Commonwealth Attorney-General. 

M.HARRISON 
Admitted as a legal practitioner of the Supreme Courts of 
South Australia (1970), California USA (1977) and 
Northern Territory (1983). 

Practised as a Barrister, Solicitor and Attorney-at-Law in 
the private sector in both South Australia and California 
and as a Barrister and Solicitor in the public sector in the 
Northern Territory. In the latter capacity, responsible for 
the conduct of litigation on behalf of the Northern Territory 
in all jurisdictions. Currently Chief Executive Officer of 
the Northern Territory Attorney-General's Department. 
Appointed by the Northern Territory Attorney-General. 

R. HARVEY 
Graduated James Cook University with Bachelor of 
Commerce; is a Fellow of the Australian Society of 
Certified Practising Accountants. Currently Director 
Strategic and Audit Services Division, Northern Territory 
Department of the Chief Minister. Has spent extensive 
periods in the public service and private enterprise in both 
accountancy and general management roles. Current 
appointments include Councillor of Northern Territory 
Branch of the Australian Institute of Management; 
Member, Northern Territory Public Service Disciplinary 
Appeals Committee. Was presented in 1992 with the 
Northern Territory Business Woman Of the Year (Public 
Sector Category) award and in 1993 received the 
Australian Institute of Management Certificate of Merit 
for General Management. Appointed by the Northern 
Territory Attorney-General to represent community 
interests. 
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j. LARGE 
Thirty-five years of public service including the British 
C iv i l Service, Commonwea l th , State and Northern 
Territory. Agencies include Foreign Of f ice , Pol ice , 
Attorney-General's, Law, Mines and Energy and Treasury. 
Currently Director, Budgets Division, Northern Territory 
Treasury. Member of the Finance Committee, Menzies 
School of Health Research. Justice of the Peace. Appointed 
by the Northern Territory Treasurer. 

E.MORRIS 
Graduated from Sydney University with a BA(Hons) LLB 
and commenced work in the Northern Territory as 
Associate to the now Chief Justice. After a brief sojourn 
as Sheriff of the Northern Territory, completed articles at 
the Northern Territory Legal A id Commission and was 
admitted to practice in 1991. O n the management 
committee of the Darwin Community Legal Service and 
on the Law Reform Committee. Working currently as a 
barrister and solicitor in the criminal law practice of the 
Commiss ion . Appointed by the Northern Territory 
Attorney-General after having been elected by staff of the 
Commission. 

R. COATES 
Admitted to practice in Victoria in 1974. Was a locum 
with the Central Australian Aboriginal Legal Aid Service 
(CAALAS) in 1975. From 1975 to 1986 partner in a 
Melbourne legal firm. From 1986 to 1988 Principal Legal 
Officer with CAALAS. Appointed Stipendiary Magistrate 
of the Northern Territory 1988. Appointed as first Director 
of the Northern Territory Legal A id Commission (1990). 
Member of the Police Powers Review Committee; Past 
Secretary of the Northern Territory Law Society; Member 
of the Criminal Code Review Committee; Chairman of 
the Escort Agency Licensing Board and member of the 
National Austral ian Associat ion of Translators and 
Interpreters. 
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CONTINGENCY LEGAL AID FUND COMMITTEE 
COMMITTEE ROLE 
To determine whether or not to grant applications for assistance under the 

Contingency Legal Aid Fund. 

MEMBERSHIP OF THE COMMITTEE 
p. Barr 

G. Bateman 

R. Coates 

A. Lindsay 

R. Pearse 
G. Schneider 
P. Wright 

REVIEW COMMITTEE 
REVIEW COMMITTEE ROLE 
To review decisions referred to the Committee under S.35(3) of the Legal Aid Act, 

1990. Under S.35 persons who feel they have been adversely affected by decisions 

taken on their application for legal aid may seek reconsideration or review of 

those decisions. 

During the year the review committee met on twenty-one occasions. The outcome 

of their deliberations was that seven decisions were varied in favour of the 

applicants. 

MEMBERSHIP OF THE REVIEW COMMITTEE 
M.Allan Officer of the Commission 

R. Allan Independent person with relevant experience 

R. Andruszko Independent person with relevant experience 

J. Blokland Independent person with relevant experience 

S. Brown Officer of the Commission 

B. Cassells Private Legal Practitioner 
S. Cox Officer of the Commission 

R. Davies Private Legal Practitioner 

F. Dawson Independent person with relevant experience 

B. Doyle Officer of the Commission 

J. Duigud Independent person with relevant experience 
D. Elliott Private Legal Practitioner 
K. Halliday Independent person with relevant experience 

Barrister at Law in Private Practice 
Lecturer, NT University 
Director, Northern Territory Legal Aid 
Commission 
Solicitor in Private Practice 
Office Manager, Private Legal Firm 
Solicitor in Private Practice 
Legal Practice Manager, Northern Territory 
Legal Aid Commission 
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K. Hayden 

N. Hunter 

G. Jefferson 

M. Lee 

A. O'Brien 

S. Rush 

D. Sammon 

G. Schnieder 

C. Stewart 

J. Tippett 

S. Trollop 

S. Reddy 

Independent person with relevant experience 

Independent person with relevant experience 

Private Legal Practitioner 

Independent person with relevant experience 

Independent person with relevant experience 

Independent person with relevant experience 

Officer of the Commission 

Private Legal Practitioner 

Private Legal Practitioner 

Private Legal Practitioner 

Independent person with relevant experience 

Secretary to Committee 
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DIRECTOR'S REPORT 
Although there was a decline in the overall number of grants of legal aid last 
year, the level of payments to private practitioners was the highest ever. This was 
partly related to a change in accounting methods but also due to the fact that the 
Commission was funding more expensive family and civil law cases. 

A significant proportion of the total civil referral expenditure ($627,000) was 
spent on work health cases. The large number of appeals from decisions of the 
Work Health Court reflects continuing uncertainty over the law in this area. What 
was supposed to be a straight forward cost effective means of determining the 
rights and obligations of injured workers and their employers has turned into a 
very expensive highly litigious process. It would seem that few workers are in a 
position to enforce their rights under the Work Health Act without the assistance 
of a grant of legal aid. However, the Commission is not in a position to continue 
to devote so much of its limited resources to developing the law in this area. It 
may be necessary for Government to once again consider the adequacy of the 
legislation. 

The Family Court decision, in Re K, has led to a marked increase in the number 
of separate representatives appointed to act for children involved in family law 
custody cases. This trend, combined with the fact that merit testing in criminal 
trials has virtually ceased as a result of the High Court's decision in Dietrich v 
Queen, further reduces the ability of the Commission to determine its own priorities 
for the provision of legal assistance. 

Although the Commonwealth is to be commended for taking a more pro-active 
approach to the delivery of legal aid services through the release of the justice 
Statement, the additional funding that has been offered for new initiatives is less 
than the cost of the increased separate representative appointments. 

Legal Aid Commissions are not particularly adept at walking on water — treading 
water is probably closer to the mark — so we haven't yet worked out a fishes and 
loaves type response to the competing demands on the Commission's finite 
resources. 

During the past year a number of important decisions were made which should 
affect the Commission's operations in the forthcoming year. These included a 
corporate planning exercise, the acquisition of the LA Office practice management 
system from the Queensland Legal Aid Commission, the decision to expand 
services through the opening of a branch office in Katherine and the proposed 
establishment of a telephone legal information service. 

Once again I would like to acknowledge the assistance of staff, my fejlow 
Commissioners and the then Attorney-General the Honourable Fred Finch. 



ACHIEVEMENTS 
During the year: 

• 1691 applications for aid were processed 
• 1339 applications for aid were approved 
• 396 approved applications for aid were referred to private practitioners 
• 943 approved applications for aid were handled by Commission staff 
• 4497 persons received free legal advice 
• 2208 persons received advice and/or were represented by Duty Lawyers 
• Time taken to assess applications for legal aid was reduced 
• Time taken to pay logged accounts was reduced 

Office premises were purchased in Alice Springs 
• Telephone network was replaced to facilitate introduction of a Telephone 

Legal Information Service 
• Commission Guidelines for considering applications for legal assistance 

were revised 
• The National Means Test was instituted 
• A Legal Practice Management system was acquired to replace the existing 

system which does not meet changing organisational requirements 
• A draft corporate plan was developed 

PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 1992 to 1995 
" NATIONAL NORTHERN TERRITORY TARGET 

94/95 91/92 92/93 93/94 94/95 95/96 
Population 17840500 166700 168000 170500 171100 
Estimated No. of Clients 591857 8468 7791 8214 8044 

PER 1000 HEAD of POPULATION 
Legal Advice Provided 13.64 27.65 26.26 27.60 26.28 28 
Duty Lawyer Services 11.96 14.00 11.47 11.30 12.90 13 
Applications for Legal A id 

Received 9.85 10.35 9.93 10.90 9.88 
Approved 7.57 9.14 8.64 9.20 7.83 9 
Refused ^ 2.14 1.33 1.23 1.65 2.06 

Estimated Clients 33.17 52.21 48.03 48.18 47.01 

CUMULATIVE % NEW APPLICATIONS ASSESSED 
Within one day of receipt 23.48 7.54 9.00 12.23 15.08 17 
Within 10 days of receipt 73.76 60.89 71.28 78.03 81.31 84 
Within 30 days of receipt 90.14 84.82 90.08 96.55 96.97 98 



CUMULATIVE % OF ACCOUNTS PAID 
NATIONAL NORTHERN TERRITORY TARGET 

94/95 91/92 92/93 93/94 94/95 95/96 

Less than 5 days 14.54 37.83 71.57 77.87 77.75 79 

5 to 9 days 28.25 48.98 86.50 92.09 96.57 96 

10 to 14 days 39.61 56.06 91.00 95.97 98.74 98 

15 to 19 days 49.16 60.81 94.07 97.12 99.16 99 

20 to 29 days 64.61 67.12 96.55 98.63 99.51 100 

30 to 39 days 88.88 71.39 97.90 99.13 99.65 

3 National 

3 Northern Territory 

I Northern Territory 
targets 1995/96 

Table 1: Performance indicators 1994/95 
Per 1000 head of population 
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COMPARISON OF ACTUAL PERFORMANCE WITH TARGET 
Year Target Result 

er 1000 Head of Population 
Legal Advice Provided 1992/93 30 26.26 

1993/94 27 27.60 
1994/95 28 26.28 

Duty Lawyer Services 1992/93 15 11.47 
1993/94 12 11.30 
1994/95 12 12.90 

Applications for Legal A id • 1992/93 12 9.93 
1993/94 10 10.90 
1994/95 11 9.88 

umulative % New Applications Assessed 
Within one day of receipt 1992/93 1 0 % 9 .00% 

1993/94 1 0 % 12 .23% 
1994/95 1 5 % 15 .08% 

Within 10 days of receipt \ 1992/93 7 0 % 71 .28% 
1993/94 8 0 % 78 .03% 
1994/95 8 2 % 8 1 . 3 1 % 

Within 30 days of receipt 1992/93 9 5 % 90 .08% 
1993/94 9 5 % 96 .55% 
1994/95 9 8 % 96 .97% 

umulative % of Accounts Paid 
Less than 5 days 1992/93 3 8 % 71 .57% 

1993/94 7 5 % 77 .87% 
1994/95 7 9 % 77 .75% 

Less than 10 days 1992/93 5 0 % 86 .50% 
1993/94 9 0 % 92 .09% 
1994/95 9 2 % 96 .57% 

Less than 1 5 days 1992/93 6 5 % 9 1 . 0 0 % 
1993/94 9 5 % 95 .97% 
1994/95 9 7 % 9 8 . 7 4 % 

Less than 30 days 1992/93 7 3 % 9 6 . 5 5 % 
1993/94 9 9 % 9 8 . 6 3 % 
1994/95 9 9 % 9 9 . 5 1 % 

Factors outside the control of the Commission impact the achievement of set 
targets e.g. number of persons applying for legal aid. 
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COMMISSION OBJECTIVES FOR 1995/96 
• Increase access to legal aid services of persons in remote areas of the 

Northern Territory by implementing a Telephone Legal Information Service; 
by increasing the coverage of child support matters; by increasing the 
level of community legal education projects 

• Establish an office in Katherine 
• Improve financial and other information systems 
• Implement Legal Practice Management system including Time Recording 

and Costing 
• Improve the new applications assessment processes 
• Implement National Legal Aid Application Form 
• Increase staff competencies through staff development courses 

Cocir\jrerclaifA 
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STAFFING OF THE 
COMMISSION 

Apart from the Director, all other staff of the Commission were employed under 

the Public Sector Employment and Management Act. 

As at 30 June 1995, the Commission employed the following persons: 

Director 
Para Legal Secretary 

Richard Coates LLB 

Sue Reddy 

Darwin 
Assignments Practice 

Senior Solicitor 

Para Legal Secretary 

Josephine Stone LLB 

Debbie Porker 

Criminal Law Practice 
Senior Solicitor 

Para Legal Secretary 
Family Law Practice 

Senior Solicitor 

Para Legal Secretary/Child Support 
Para Legal Secretary 
Para Legal Secretary Support 

Community Legal Education 

Suzan Cox BA LLB 
Stewart Brown BA LLB(1) 
Nardin Davidson LLB 
Elizabeth Morris BA(Hons) LLB 
Haley Richardson 

Bruce Doyle BA LLB 
Mary Allan BA LLB 
Damien Sammon LLB(2) 

Aggie Athanasiou 
Sue Molyneux 

Jeanon Cubillo 

Diana Gabriel BA LLB (1) 

Alice Springs 
Senior Solicitor 

Para Legal Secretary 

Administrative Support 

Librarian (Part-time) 

George Georgio BEc LLB 

Katrina Budrikis BA(Hons) LLB{Hons) 

Cheryl Ross 

Arleene Douglas 

Edmundo Salguero 
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DARWIN 
Strategic and Corporate Services 

Legal Practice Manager 
Personnel/Accounts 
Accounts Clerk 
Administration Officer 
Administration Officer 
Administration Officer 
Office Services 
Librarian (Part-time) 

Patrick Wright BA(Computing); Dip Ed CPA 

Chris Blackett 

Leeanne Morris 
Karen Markos (3) 
Cathy Ring (3) 

Noelene Rautoka (3) 
Gloria Rautamara 
Mary-Lyn Griffith LLB 

(1) A l so undertakes case w/ork in the Fami ly and C i v i l Law Pract ices . 

(2) A l so undertakes case work in Menta l Hea l th and Chi ldren 's Cour t . 

(3) Admin is t ra t ion Off icers rotate through the posit ions of Recept ionist , Para

legal Secretarial Support and Registry. 

VOLUNTEERS 
Under S.8 of the Ac t the C o m m i s s i o n shall encourage persons w h o are not legal 

practit ioners to part ic ipate, as far as is pract icab le , in a volunteer capac i ty whi l s t 

under professional superv is ion . Du r ing the year two law students vo lunteered to 

participate on a part-time basis. U n d e r professional supervis ion they part ic ipated 

in fami ly and c r imina l l aw case w o r k and c o m m u n i t y legal educa t ion . 

STAFFING LEVELS 
Staffing levels as at 30th June were : 

1995 1994 
A 0 1 2 2 
A 0 2 5 6 
A 0 3 7 6 
A 0 4 2 2 
AOS • 0 1 
A O S 1 1 
PI 0 1 
P2 6 6 
P4 2 1 
Executive Officers 4 

29 

5 

31 

A l l legal officers bar one are on emp loyment contracts . 

RESIGNATIONS/ LEAVE WITHOUT PAY 
Dur ing the year 14 employees resigned and 1 was o n twe lve months maternity 

leave. 
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E Q U A L E M P L O Y M E N T OPPORTUNW 
Management monitors the internal env i ronment to ensure that equal employment 
opportunit ies are present. Because of the nature of the staff w h o are attracted to 
the Legal A i d Environment issues of d iscr iminat ion se ldom, if ever, arise. 

Distr ibut ion of the sexes are as fo l lows : 

Male Female 
Executive 2 2 
Professional 3 5 
Administrative 1 16 

6 23 

N O R T H E R N TERRITORY C O M M U N I T Y 
INVOLVEMENT 
D u r i n g the year m e m b e r s of staff, in the i r o w n t ime , con t r i bu t ed to the 
deve lopment of their respective professional associat ions, as we l l as: 

A l i c e Springs Legal A d v i c e Service 
A l i c e Springs Women 's Legal Service (Steering Committee) 
Amnesty International 
C o m m u n i t y Hous ing Adv isory Commit tee 
C o m m u n i t y L iv ing Areas Tribunal 
Confederat ion of Austra l ian Moto r Sport 
C r im ina l Lawyers Assoc ia t ion 
Da rw in Touch Assoc ia t ion , 
Da rw in C o m m u n i t y Legal Service 
Domest i c V io lence Legal He lp 
Environmental Defenders Of f i ce — A l i c e Springs (Steering Committee) 
Friends of ISOP 
Interdepartmental Commit tee on International Year of the Fami ly 
Juvenile Justice Commit tee — A l i c e Springs 
Law Society, Fami ly Law G r o u p 
Law Reform Commit tee 
Leanyer School C o u n c i l 
Ma l ak Fami ly Centre 
Med ia t ion Assoc ia t ion of the Northern Territory 
Migrant Resource Centre Ac t i on G r o u p 
Migrant Resource Centre (A l ice Springs) 
M o c k Trials 
N T Commit tee on V io lence Against W o m e n 
Po l i ce Powers Rev iew Commi t tee 
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Resolve Family Mediation Programme • ' 
Rotary International 
Somerville Family Visiting Centre Advisory Committee 
The Essington School 
Women's Legal Service Working Group 

STAFF DEVELOPMENT 
During the year various members of staff were involved in staff development 
programs. The programs included: 

Australian Advocacy Institute Seminar 
Business Process Re-Engineering 
Community Legal Education Seminar 
Family Law Arbitration Workshop 
Fifth International Criminal Law Congress 
Human Resource Management Seminars 
Industrial Relations Legal Seminar 
Law Handbook Course 
Legal Aid Directors Meetings 
Legal Aid Finance Managers Meeting 
Legal Aid Information Technology Managers Meeting 
Separate Representation Conference 
Staff Selection Processes 
Sixth National Family Law Conference 
Women's Law and Rights Symposium 
Wordprocessing Course 
Staff also attended meetings and seminars organised by their respective Northern 
Territory Professional Associations. 

Nardin Davidson completed articles with the Commission. 

Students undertaking work experience were exposed to the Legal Aid environment 
and the processes of the law. 

OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH AND SAFETY 
During the year there were no work related accidents. A smoke free environment 
exists. Staff are encouraged to adopt safe working practices. 
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OVERVIEW OF 
OPERATIONS 

The provision of legal services by the Northern Territory Legal Aid Commission is 
governed by the Legal Aid Act 1990. 

The Northern Territory Legal Aid Commission is independent of the Territory and 
Commonwealth Governments. In fact, the Act specifically allows the Commission 
to help disadvantaged persons in cases where they might be in dispute with, or 
opposed to, either Government or any public authority or organisation. 

The legal services provided by the Commission may take the form of legal advice, 
help from one of our duty lawyers or legal assistance. 

There is no charge for these services and no means test is prescribed but a 
contribution may be sought in cases determined by the Commission, as special 
circumstances under Section 28(2) of the Act. 

LEGAL ADVICE 
Commission lawyers will give advice on legal matters free of charge to anyone 
who is unable to obtain advice or information from a private lawyer for any good 
reason provided that the interview in which that advice is given does not go 
beyond 20 minutes. 

Advice will be given at the Commission offices or certain Court Houses, during 
those times as the Director appoints, having regard to the availability of staff. 

Unless special circumstances exist legal advice wil l not be available for persons 
who are seeking advice on a matter for which they have previously been refused 
assistance. 

Where, in the opinion of the Director a person has, during their past attendance 
at advice sessions, behaved in an offensive or abusive manner toward staff 
members, or repeatedly sought assistance in respect of matters lacking merit, the 
Director may decline to provide that person with advice. 

DUTY LAWYER SERVICES 
The Legal Aid Commission provides duty lawyer services either by using its own-
staff or by funding lawyers in private practice, to such sittings of the Magistrates, 
Juvenile and other Courts in the Territory as the Director considers appropriate. 

Duty lawyers are available to advise accused persons and, if necessary, appear 
for them in bail and adjournment applications and in appropriate cases to represent 



them on a guilty plea. Duty lawyers do not appear in defended cases unless the 
circumstances are exceptional. 

In cases of particular hardship or urgency they may also provide rudimentary 
assistance to persons involved in certain types of civil cases. 

LEGAL ASSISTANCE 
Legal assistance may be provided under Section 26 of the Act if, and only if:-

(a) the person is in need of that legal assistance by reason that she or he is 
unable to afford the cost of obtaining from private legal practitioners the 
legal services in respect of which legal assistance is sought; and 

(b) it is reasonable in all the circumstances to provide the legal assistance. 

The assistance may be provided free or on condition that the assisted person 
pays part or all of the cost of providing legal assistance. 

Thus the Commission must apply two tests to any application for legal assistance 
— a means test and a "reasonableness" or merits test. 

MERITS TEST 
In determining whether to grant legal assistance in relation to any matter, regard 
is had to all relevant matters including: 

(a) the likely cost to the Commission of providing the assistance; 
(b) the nature and extent of any benefit that may accrue to the applicant from 

the provision of the assistance or of any detriment that the applicant may 
suffer if assistance is not provided; 

(c) in the case of assistance in relation to a proceeding — the likelihood of 
the proceedings terminating in a manner favourable to the applicant; 

(d) whether the legal problem or the applicant come within the Commission's 
priorities for the provision of legal assistance; 

(e) whether the legal problem is one for which, in accordance with the 
Commission Guidelines, legal assistance may be provided. 

COMMISSION GUIDELINES 
The Commission is required by Section 12 to determine, and make known to the 
public, guidelines to be applied in considering applications for legal assistance 
and in making decisions as to other specified matters involving the exercise of 
discretion. 

The guidelines were originally published in November 1990 and are revised as 
necessary from time to time. A revision was approved by the Commission in May 
1995. They have been circulated to interested parties and are available from the 
office on request. 



CONTRIBUTIONS AND RECOVERY OF COSTS 
An important component of the Commission's funding base is the amount 

recovered from client contributions. 

Initial contributions of at least $55.00 based on the applicant's income and assets 

are usually imposed. Interim and final contributions may also be imposed, 

especially where a legally assisted person's financial circumstances have 

substantially improved during the currency of a grant of aid. 

Where an assisted person is successful, costs may be recovered by the Commission 

either in complete or partial satisfaction of a final contribution. This wi l l depend 

on the circumstances of the finalisation of the matter. 

RECONSIDERATION A N D REVIEW OF 
DECISIONS 
An applicant for legal assistance may request that an unfavourable decision be 

reconsidered. 

Where a decision is confirmed or varied following a reconsideration by staff of 

the Commission, the person affected may request that the decision be referred to 

a Review Committee for review. 

The Review Committee consists of an officer of the Commission, a private legal 

practitioner and another independent person with relevant experience. 

LEGAL PRACTICES 
Within its overall operations the Commission operates four legal practices, namely: 

• Family Law Practice; 

• Criminal Law Practice; 

• Civil Law Practice; and 

• Assignments Practice. 

LOCATIONS 
The Commission maintains offices in Darwin and Alice Springs and currently 

provides services to other major centres by utilising either its own staff or private 

practitioners. It is planned to open an office in Katherine in October 1995. 
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FUNDING OF THE COMMISSION 
The Commission's annual funding is derived from three sources, namely 
Commonwealth Government, Northern Territory Government and self-generated. 

Under an agreement between the Commonwealth and the Northern Territory 
signed on 9 May 1990, base funding arrangements were determined and fixed. 

The base funding is subject to annual increases. Payments on referrals to private 
practitioners are indexed by the percentage movement in Average Earnings on a 
National Account Basis and all other costs by the Consumer Price Index. Thus 
the Commission's base funding is increased each year according to the weighted 
Average Earnings/CPI percentages of the previous year. 

Under the agreement in 1994/95 the Commonwealth provided 70% of the base 
funding and the Northern Territory Government 30%. 

In 1995/96 the Commonwealth share of the base funding will be 65% and the 
Territory 35%. 

Under the agreement either party may jointly or severally contribute additional 
funds at their discretion. 

Self-generated funds derive from fees levied on applicants granted aid, from client 
contributions and costs as a result of orders for costs made by the Courts. Self-
generated funds derive also from interest earned on investments. 

The Commission forwards financial reports to both the Commonwealth and 
Northern Territory Governments on a regular basis. 
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STRATEGIC AND 
CORPORATE SERVICES 

Overall Objectives 
Provide an appropriate infrastructure within the Commission so that legal services 
are provided to the people of the Northern Territory in an efficient and effective 
manner. 

Initiate policies, strategies, advisings and reporting (in all matters other than those 
of a direct legal services nature) to external and internal stakeholders so that the 
Commission's charter may be achieved. 

Accountabilities 
To the Director for: 
Strategic and Corporate Planning; Ministerial Liaison; Intra Agency Liaison; Policy 
Development; Statutory Reporting; Financial Management; Accounting Services; 
Statistical Services; Human Resource Management; Information Systems; 
Information Technology; Office Services; Library Services; Property Services. 

Achievements during the Year 
• Time taken to pay logged accounts was reduced. 
• Time taken to assess applications for legal aid was reduced. 
• Budgeting, financial reporting and statistical information systems were 

improved within the limitations of existing resources. 
• A Legal Practice Management system was acquired for implementation in 

the latter half of 1995. 
• An office premise was purchased in Alice Springs and office 

accommodation acquired in Katherine. 
• The finances of the Commission were brought in under budget. 
• The telephone system was replaced to facilitate the introduction of the 

Telephone Legal Information System and reduce costs in the longer term. 

Objectives for 1995/96 
• increase staff competencies through relevant staff development courses; 
• Improve financial and other information systems through the 

implementation of the Legal Practice Management System; 
• Improve the new applications assessment process; 
• Ensure that the organisation environment facilitates the further development 

of multi-skilling. 

• Opening of branch office in Katherine. 
• Develop further the corporate plan 
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Legal Practice Management System 
During the latter part of 1994/95 the Commission entered arrangements to acquire 
a Legal Practice Management System developed by the Legal Aid Office 
(Queensland). The system will replace the Commission's existing CLASS System 
(Computerised Legal Aid Services System) which was developed by the 
Commonwealth over ten years ago. The Commonwealth has supported its 
replacement. The acquired system has been modified to cater for the Commission's 
requirements in respect to time recording and costing. The Legal Aid Office 
(Queensland) has adopted these modifications. The system will be implemented 
during the latter half of 1995. 

The system will enhance the Commission's ability to improve performance through 
being able to compare inhouse legal costs with private practitioners' costs; will 
increase theflexibility of internal staffing arrangements as more staff will be capable 
of using the system; and better management reporting systems can be developed. 

LEGISLATIVE CHANGES 
in April 1995 the Northern Territory Government replaced the Financial 
Administration and Audit Act with three Acts, namely the Financial Management 
Act, the Procurement Act and the Audit Act. Prior to their introduction the 
Commission was subject, in the main, to only audit provisions under the old Act 
and was exempt from Treasurer's Regulations and Directions. 

As the legislation is relatively new the total impact on the Commission is still 
being worked through. The impacts to date the Commission is now subject to the 
Treasurer's Regulations and Directions; the Commission has been brought fully 
into the Territory's Budget and Forward Estimates procedures; the Commission 
has to prepare end of year financial statements on a cash basis as it is not classified 
as a Government Business Division; the Commission has to pay for audit opinions 
on its end of year financial statements; certain acquired goods and services have 
to receive approval from the Procurement Board; and following acquisition the 
details of certain goods and services will need to be reported in the Government 
Gazette. 

The impact of these requirements on administrative overheads is not yet known. 

JUSTICE STATEMENT 
In October 1993, the Commonwealth's Attorney-General and Minister for Justice 
commissioned a major review of Australia's justice system. That review was 
established because of the Government's concern that many Australians were 
losing confidence in the legal system. In May 1994, the Access to Justice Advisory 
Committee produced a detailed action plan for improving access to justice for all 
Australians. The Commission provided a response to the action plan. 
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In May 1995 the Commonwealth in response released The Justice Statement 
which has implications for the operations of the Commission. Officers of the 
Commission are involved in ongoing negotiations with their Commonwealth 
counterparts in respect to implementing the decisions which impact the delivery 
of legal services. 

CORPORATE PLANNING 
in April 1995 Commission staff met over a weekend to develop a corporate plan. 
Staff provided their time at no cost to the Commission. The outcomes of the 
forum wil l be developed further as the year progresses. 
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COMMUNITY LEGAL 
EDUCATION 

Community Legal Education (CLE) is now recognised as a means by which the 
community as a whole can be educated in general legal principles and as a 
means of informing community groups about resources which are available to 
them. 

Given the size of the Northern Territory and its widely dispersed population it is 
important that communication and co-operation between organisations that 
deliver community legal education is maintained and enhanced. 

Towards this end the Commission provided the Australian Indigenous Youth Legal 
Issues and Education Conference with legal education materials; presented a 
paper on how knowledge of the law could assist in career options and social 
reform at a conference run by AITAP-Aboriginal and Islander Tertiary Aspirations 
Program; and maintained a dialogue with Darwin's ethnic communities to identify 
the best ways of delivering legal services to migrant groups. 

Darwin has not had a Migrant Resource Centre for some years now. The 
communities are aware that Legal Aid will consider the delivery of legal advice 
sessions on site if a Migrant Resource Centre becomes available. 

A major initiative, which will commence in the third quarter of 1995, is the 
provision of a toll free telephone Legal Information Service. This service will 
provide people with a timely and convenient way of accessing legal information. 
Paralegal staff have been trained to provide the primary service and will be 
supported by Commission solicitors. A media promotion campaign involving 
television, radio and print has been developed to promote the service. Initially 
the service will be available only in the English language. Research is being 
undertaken to determine the most effective way of expanding the service to meet 
the needs of non-English speaking people. 
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FAMILY LAW PRACTICE 
The Commission has continued to provide a comprehensive range of advice and 
representation for family law matters. Legal advice and minor assistance is 
available without a means test or merit test. 

Family [aw advice serves several purposes. These include the encouragement of 
clients to use strategies to resolve their disputes so as to minimise the need for 
future court proceedings; and, if it is deemed necessary, to refer clients to private 
practitioners. If court proceedings are necessary, the information obtained from 
the client attending a clinic appointment allows the Commission to assess the 
merits of the client's application for Legal Aid. In addition a client can give initial 
instructions in this clinic session. 

For clients who need continuing representation, they can obtain a grant of Legal 
Aid if they satisfy the Commission's means test, merit test and guidelines. The full 
range of representation is available from detailed negotiations through to 
appearance as counsel in contested hearings.' 

This year the emphasis of the Commission's representation shifted firmly towards 
custody and access cases. Clients with property disputes are increasingly required 
to find private lawyers who will act on a deferred payment basis. 

The Commission's family lawyers have been active in matters relevant to family 
law m both the Northern Territory community and in a national policy framework. 
Some highlights of this involvement include: 

• The Commission, together with Anglicare and the Darwin Community 
Legal Service, were successful in their submission to the Attorney-General's 
Department for the establishment of a family law mediation service in 
Darwin. This service will operate initially from Anglicare's Ludmilla 
premises. This is a significant development which will promote the use 
and acceptance of mediation in the Northern Territory. Many Legal Aid 
clients will be able to use this service as an alternative to court proceedings. 

• The efforts of Commission lawyers in previous years to establish a children's 
access centre in Darwin bore fruit with the establishment of the Somerville 
Family Visiting Centre. Commission lawyers continued their involvement 
on the Centre's advisory committee. LJnfortunately, funding for this pilot 
project was not continued beyond 30 June 1995. However, recurrent federal 
government funding for a new centre will be available in the latter half of 
1995. The Commission has played a key role in coordinating community 
groups interested in the future children's access centre services. 

• Commission lawyers participated in a national conference on access centres 



1 
in Ade la ide dur ing Oc tobe r 1994. 

• The Commiss i on has cont inued its invo lvement in the Nat iona l Legal A i d 
Family Law Strategy G r o u p . This group, in response to a national fami ly 
l aw inquiry, made a major submiss ion in relat ion to chi ldren's access 
centres. The submiss ion r ece i ved f avourab le c o m m e n t s in the jo in t 
Austral ian Law Reform Commiss i on and the Fami ly Law Counc i l ' s report 
titled "For the Sake of the K ids " . 

• The Commiss i on has contr ibuted to Nat iona l Legal A i d submissions in 
relation to fami ly law reform. 

This year has seen s ignif icant changes in Fami l y Law, part icu lar ly w i th the 
increased level of appointments of separate representation of ch i ld ren in the 
Family Court . 

The c o m i n g year w i l l b r i ng the b iggest changes to f a m i l y l a w s ince the 
establishment of the Family Court in 1976 . The changes w i l l be in the substance 
of the l aw and in " s imp l i f i c a t i on of p rocedu re s " in the Fami l y Cour t . The 
Commiss ion is we l l p laced to respond to these changes in a way that benefits 
Legal A i d cl ients. 
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ASSIGNMENTS 
PRACTICE 

The Assignments Practice is responsible for granting aid in civil, family and some 
criminal matters and thereafter for administering those grants through private 
practitioners or inhouse lawyers. 

The Assignments Practice is staffed by one solicitor and one para-legal. Some of 
the successes of this area in the last twelve months have been: 

Overall practice management has improved. 
• The time taken to process applications has been reduced. 
• The number of accounts paid within fourteen (14) days has increased, 

thus reducing the overall time to pay accounts. 
• The time taken to answer correspondence has reduced. 

Greater time has been spent in policy matters. 
• The Commission's Guidelines have been reviewed and amended. 
• The National Means Test has been introduced in line with national policy. 
• The National Application Form wi l l be introduced in 1995/96 after 

exhaustive consultation over the last 12 months with other Legal Aid 
Commissions. 

• The Commission's Scale of Costs have been reviewed and amended. 
• The Commission participated in a national benchmarking strategy in 

September 1994. The aim of the strategy is to introduce uniformity of 
method, an exchange of information and ideas, and to provide an oversight 
as to the quality of the services being provided by each Legal A id 
Commission within their respective Assignments Practices. 

• Improvements have been suggested in the Chi ld Support area which 
hopefully will reduce in future the number of applications for variation of 
maintenance as discharge of arrears. 

There have been a number of significant financial demands impacting on the 
Assignment's budget. These arose from : 
• An increase in demand for the appointment and funding of separate 

representatives in the Family Law area. In contested matters which go to 
hearing the cost of the separate representative can exceed $10,000. 

• An increasing number of appeals in the Work Health area. 
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NORTHERN TERRITORY 
CONTINGENCY LEGAL 

AID FUND 
The Northern Territory Contingency Legal Aid Fund (CLAF) was established on 1 
March 1993 with a seeding grant of $200,000 from the Law Society Public 
Purposes Trust. CLAF is administered by the Commission's Assignments Practice. 
The Fund covers disbursements necessarily incurred during the course of litigation 
such as stamp duty, service fees, expert witnesses' reports, travelling costs and 
fees associated with expert witnesses. The Fund does not pay for solicitors' or 
barristers' professional costs or general office expenses such as photocopying, 
telephone charges or facsimile charges. 

The Fund is available for all areas of law which result in a monetary award to the 
applicant. 

In 1994/95 there were: 

• 14 applications 
• 5 grants (a total of $65,250.00 allocated) 
• 4 withdrawals 
• 2 refusals 
• 3 to be determined. 
To date there have been a total of 29 applications to the Fund. Al l grants bar one 
have returned a profit to the Fund. It is expected that due to a change in the 
Commission's Guidelines there will be an increasing number of applications in 
the next financial year. 
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CIVIL LAW PRACTICE 
During the year the Commission decided to downsize the in-house Civil Law 
practice. This decision was made as the majority of matters being handled by the 
practice were personal injury actions, most of which could be expected to result 
in favourable cost awards at the conclusion of the litigation. 

The Commission took the view that, in the absence of other compelling reasons 
that require certain types of civil matters to be handled Inhouse, civil cases could 
be handled just as cost effectively by referring them out to private practitioners. 

The practice continues to provide legal advice through its clinic service to clients 
with civil law enquiries. 

Ongoing assistance is provided by the Civil Practice's lawyers in the following 
jurisdictions: 
• immigration law; 
• tenancy law; 
• criminal injuries compensation; 
• social security appeals; and 
• consumer rights litigation. 
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CRIMINAL LAW 
PRACTICE 

The objective of the practice is to provide clients w'\tb a responsive and high 
standard of advice and, where appropriate, representation in respect to matters 
of a criminal nature. 

The practice's prime concern is the representation of eligible clients (in the 
Magistrates', Juvenile and Superior Courts) who have been charged with serious 
criminal offences. 

In addition to actual representation in criminal cases advisory services are provided 
through: 

• clinics conducted at the Commission's office; 
• clinics conducted at the Prison for remandees and sentenced prisoners; 
• duty solicitors at the Magistrates' and Juvenile Courts; 
• a 24 hour telephone service for persons in police custody; 
• telephone advice during normal business hours to persons in remote areas. 

The practice continues to handle, for eligible persons, the criminal injuries (victims 
assistance) cases for victims of crime. 

Over the last two years the practice has experienced a growth in the number of 
cases involving advice to and representation of non-Australian residents charged 
with illegal fishing, immigration and customs offences. 

During the year office facilities were made available in the Darwin and Alice 
Springs Magistrates' Courts for the duty lawyer. This has enhanced the delivery 
of this service. 

The practice continues to provide assistance at regional courts. The service to 
Katherine will be improved later this year when an office is opened in the town. 

The criminal law practitioners continue to be involved in community issues 
including the administration of criminal justice and effective alternatives to court 
imposed sanctions. 

All solicitors in the practice are members of the Criminal Lawyers Association of 
the Northern territory and organised the successful bi-annual conference which 
was held in June and was well attended by local and interstate practitioners. 
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ALICE SPRINGS OFFICE 
The Alice Springs Office of the Northern Territory Legal Aid Commission provides 
legal services in criminal, civil and family law. In addition a solicitor attends 
court each day and provides free advice and representation to persons with matters 
before the court. Two free legal advice sessions are run each week and telephone 
advice is provided to callers from remote areas. A solicitor attends the sittings of 
the Tennant Creek Court to provide advice, enter guilty pleas and conduct 
defended hearings. Solicitors attend also the Alice Springs Hospital and jail to 
provide advice and representation as required. 

An increasing proportion of clients are Aboriginal people, particularly in family 
and civil matters. Recently the office has received an increase in applications for 
assistance in crimes compensation matters where CAALAS has acted for the 
offenders. 

Staff of the office are active community members, participating in the Migrant 
Resource Centre, the Juvenile Justice Committee, the Alice Springs Legal Advice 
Service, and the steering committees of the Environmental Defenders Office and 
Alice Springs Women's Legal Service. 

CRIMINAL LAW 
A large component of the work is in the field of criminal law. Services include 
advising clients as to their plea, entering pleas in mitigation of penalty and 
conducting defended matters in the Juvenile Court, Court of Summary Jurisdiction 
and Supreme Court. The lawyers continue to provide representation to Aboriginal 
clients when CAALAS has a conflict of interest. 

CIVIL LAW 
The office handles a significant number of personal injury matters in the Local, 
Supreme and Work Health Courts as well as a large number of crimes 
compensation applications. Assistance is provided also in some industrial relations 
matters. 

FAMILY LAW 
A considerable amount of case work is in the area of family law and related 
matters. Clients are represented in custody and access disputes, and applications 
pursuant to the Community Welfare Act. Assistance is provided also in relation 
to child and spousal maintenance matters. 
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bUTPUT STATISTICS MEASURING THE 
ATTAINMENT OF THE FOLLOWING 
OBJECTIVES 
• Ensure that disadvantaged persons have access to legal assistance. 
• Ensure that unrepresented persons have access to legal representation in 

Summary Courts. 
• Ensure that persons have access to legal advice. 
• Ensure that in appropriate circumstances services provided by private legal 

practitioners are utilised. 
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OUTPUT STATISTICS 
1992 to 1995 

%VAR 
91/92 92/93 93/94 94/95 95/94 

SUMMARY OF MAJOR ACTIVITIES 
Applications for Aid Processed 1746 1658 1862 1691 -9.18 
Applications for Aid Approved 1524 1452 1580 1339 -15.25 
Applications for Aid Refused 222 206 282 352 24.82 
Free Advice Sessions 4610 4412 4706 4497 -4.44 
Duty Lawyer Services 2334 1927 1928 2208 14.52 
Payments to Private Practitioners ($) 609572 712049 826842 1113452 34.66 
No of Grants of Aid Outstanding 

with Private Practitioners 314 289 355 354 -0.28 

NET PAYMENTS TO PRIVATE PRACTITIONERS 
Referred Cases 

Family 128551 187856 189908 192352 1.29 
Criminal 48137 56852 43667 81299 86.18 
Civil 262153 304080 382208 627660 64.20 

Inhouse Cases (Counsel Fees) 
Family 9022 3614 5445 945 -82.64 
Criminal 37165 110789 100314 127505 27.11 
Civil 95756 25495 51147 25780 -49.60 

Duty Solicitor 18525 7958 7746 12142 56.75 
Locums 10263 15405 46407 45769 -1.37 

Total 609572 712049 826842 1113452 34.66 

APPLICATIONS FOR AID PROCESSED 
Family 501 479 684 577 -15.64 
Criminal 951 879 831 833 0.24 
Civil 294 300 347 281 -19.02 

Total 1746 1658 1862 1691 -9.18 
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OUTPUT STATISTICS 
1992 to 1995 

%VAR 
91/92 92/93 93/94 94/95 95/94 

APPLICATIONS FOR AID APPROVED 
Family : 433 395 566 424 -25.09 
Criminal 854 839 783 731 -6.64 
Civil 237 218 231 184 -20.35 

Total 1524 1452 1580 1339 -15.25 

APPLICATIONS FOR AID REFUSED 
Family 68 84 118 153 29.66 
Criminal 97 40 48 102 112.50 
Civil 57 82 116 97 -16.38 

Total 222 206 282 352 24.82 

APPLICATIONS APPROVED AND REFERRED TO PRIVATE 
PRACTITIONERS 
Family 159 135 207 192 -7.25 
Criminal ' . 72 75 81 90 11.11 
Civil 83 62 91 114 25.27 

Total 314 272 379 396 4.49 

APPLICATIONS APPROVED AND HANDLED BY COMMISSION 
STAFF 
Family 272 259 359 232 -35.38 
Criminal / , ^ 780 764 702 641 -8.69 
Civil 154 156 140 70 -50.00 

Total 1206 1179 1201 943 -21.48 
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OUTPUT STATISTICS 
1992 to 1995 

%VAR 
91/92 92/93 93/94 94/95 95/94 

FREE ADVICE SESSIONS 
Family 1577 1603 1802 1589 -11.82 
Criminal 1696 1010 1071 1026 -4.20 
Civil 1265 1688 1571 1650 5.03 
Other 72 111 262 232 -11.45 

Total 4610 4412 4706 4497 -4.44 

DUTY LAWYER SERVICES 
Advice Only 645 613 492 884 79.67 
Representation 5 15 42 9 -78.57 
Plea 140 202 133 134 0.75 
Advice & Representation 1544 1095 1260 1180 -6.35 
Negotiations 0 2 1 1 0.00 

Total 2334 1927 1928 2208 14.52 
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COMMENTS ON FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
AND FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE 
Financial Statements 
On 1 April 1995 the Northern Territory Financial Management Act 1995 came 
into operation. Under Section 11 of the Act the Commission has to prepare 
financial statements for the financial year in a form that the Treasurer directs. The 
Treasurer has directed that non Government Business Divisions shall report 
according to the format appearing in Part 2 Section 5 of the Treasurer's Directions. 
The reports, amongst others, include statements of accounts receivable, accounts 
payable, outstanding employee entitlements, contingent liabilities, receipts (cash), 
and expenditure (cash). Under cash accounting a transaction is recognised and 
thus reported when cash is received or paid out. 

Prior to the implementation of this Act the Commission for financial reporting 
purposes was classified as a prescribed statutory corporation and prepared annual 
financial statements on an accrual basis. Under accrual accounting revenues 
and expenses are reflected and reported in the period in which they have been 
earned or incurred, respectively, whether or not such transactions have been 
finally settled by the receipt or payment of cash or its equivalent. 

The Commission is required under the Legal Aid Agreement between the 
Commonwealth and the Territory to provide an audit certificate issued by the 
Auditor-General to the Commonwealth as soon as practicable after the end of 
each year. In prior years the Northern Territory Auditor-General audited the accrual 
statements at no cost to the Commission. Under the new arrangements the 
Commission has to pay the costs involved in the audit of financial statements. 

The Commission has decided that the financial statements prepared under Section 
11 of the Financial Management Act will be audited in order to comply with the 
Agreement. The Commission will publish, in addition, unaudited financial 
statements that have been prepared on an accrual basis. These accrual statements 
will maintain parity with the form of financial reporting adopted by other Legal 
Aid Commissions in Australia and facilitate across the board comparisons. 

Financial Performance 

Cash Basis 
At the commencement of the financial year the Commission had cash reserves of 
$1,057,410 and investments in bank bills of $443,546 (total $1,500,956). At the 
end of the financial year the Commission had cash of $966,693 and investments 
of $442,056 (total $1,408,749). Cash payments for the year exceeded cash receipts 
by $92,210. This deficit was funded from cash reserves and realised investments. 
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The original cash budget for 1994/95 forecast a deficit of $470,666. The reduction 
in the forecasted deficit was, in the main, due to an increase in receipts from 
Commission self-generated funds and higher than expected receipts from the 
Commonwealth. In total receipts were 9 % above budget and expenditure was 
2% below budget. These percentage variations reduced the forecasted deficit by 
$378,456. 

The following table presents the percentage distribution of cash payments actually 
made and monies actually received since the Commission commenced operations 
in July 1990. 

The 8.13% in Capital Items reflects the purchase of an office premise in Alice 
Springs. Grants and Subsidies reflects the onpassing of funds received from the 
Commonwealth for the Darwin Community Legal Centre. 

PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL PAYMENTS 
90/91 91/92 92/93 93/94 94/95 

Personnel Costs 4 5 . 8 9 % 36 .40% 4 0 . 6 2 % 41 .95% 36 .40% 
Administration Costs 23 .96% 21 .87% 1 8 .35% 19 .90% 16.54% 
Legal Costs 25.81 % 25 .23% 26 .48% 29 .10% 31 .67% 
Minor Assets 2 .91% 3.67% 3 .33% 2.32% 1.92% 
Capital items 1.43% 9 .53% 6 .62% 1.05% 8 .13% 
Grants & Subsidies 0 .00% 3.29% 4 .60% 5.58% 5.34% 

PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL RECEIPTS 
Commonwealth 82 .17% 77 .62% 6 6 . 9 3 % 66 .92% 61 .19% 
NT Government 7.69% 11.20% 1 5.94% 18 .49% 2 2 . 4 3 % 
Commission Generated 10.14% 11.17% 17 .13% 14 .59% 16 .38% 

Contributions 1.24% 1.74% 2 .15% 4 . 5 1 % 2.01 % 
Recovered Costs 5.50% 5.03% 11.06% 8.95% 11.55% 
Interest on Investments 3 .41% 4 .20% 2 .58% 1.13% 2.58% 
Other 0 .00% 0 .19% 1.34% 0 . 0 1 % 0 .25% 

Accrual Basis 
At the commencement of the financial year Accumulated Funds were $1,086,506 
and at the end of the financial year were $725,135. This being a reduction of 
$361,371. In the main this reduction in accumulated funds is due to an increase 
in the provision for liabilities ($358,685) on current grants of aid to private legal 
practitioners and employee entitlements. 
The following table presents the percentage distribution of expenditure and 
revenue since the Commission commenced operations in July 1990. 
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PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL EXPENDITURE 
90/91 91/92 92/93 93/94 94/95 

Personnel Costs 4 0 . 5 3 % 34 .79% 4 0 .6 0 % 40 .74% 36 .04% 
Administration Costs 19 .99% 21 .20% 1 7.20% 19.64% 16 .06% 
Legal Costs 3 7 . 0 1 % 37 .29% 31 .65% 28 .23% 37 .94% 
Minor Assets 2.34% 3.25% 3.64% 2.15% 1.83% 
Depreciation 0 .13% 0 .55% 2 .07% 3.68% 3.14% 
Grants & Subsidies 0 .00% 2.92% 4 . 8 3 % 5.56% 4 .99% 

PERCENTAGE OF REVENUE 
Commonwealth 80 .46% 78 .32% 68 .07% 66 .23% 6 1 . 3 1 % 
NT Government 8 .16% 10.44% 15.71 % 1 8.86% 22 .47% 
Commission Generated 11.37% 11.25% 16 .22% 14 .90% 16.21 % 

Contributions 1.92% 2.46% 1.49% 4 .36% 2.06% 
Recovered Costs 5.84% 4 .69% 10 .90% 9 .13% 11.57% 
Interest on Investments 3 .62% 3.92% 2 .54% 1.16% 2 .59% 
Other 0 .00% 0 .18% 1.29% 0.26% 0 .00% 
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AUDITOR GENERAL'S REPORT 

NORTHERN TERRITORY LEGAL AID 
COMMISSION 

YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE, 1995 
Scope 

I have audited the Northern Territory Legal Aid Commission and its accompanying 
special purpose financial statements for the year ended 30 June 1995, comprising 
Statement by Accountable Officer and Financial Statements in accordance with 
Treasurer's Directions. The Commission is responsible for the preparation and 
presentation of the financial statements and the information they contain, the 
accounts and records from which they were derived and the maintenance of 
internal control in and over its operations. The Treasurer has prescribed the 
financial statements to be prepared and the accounting policies to be used, which 
is detailed in Part 2, Section 5 of the Treasure's Directions, for reporting to the 
Minister and to the Legislative Assembly. I have performed an independent audit 
of these financial statements in order to express an opinion upon them to the 
Director of the Commission. No opinion is expressed at to whether the prescribed 
financial statements and accounting policies are appropriate to the needs of the 
Director, Minister or members of the Legislative Assembly. 

My Audit has been conducted in accordance with Australian Auditing Standards 
to provide reasonable assurance as to whether the financial statements are free 
of material misstatement. My procedures included examination, on a test basis, 
of evidence supporting the amounts and other disclosures in the financial 
statements and the evaluation of accounting policies and significant accounting 
estimates. These procedures have been undertaken to form an opinion whether 
the financial statements are prepared from proper accounts and records and, in 
all material respects, the financial statements are are presented fairly in accordance 
with prescribed requirements. These prescribed requirements do not require the 
application of Australian Accounting Standards. 

Audit Opinion 

In my opinion, the financial statements have been prepared from proper accounts 
and records and are presented fairly in accordance with prescribed requirements. 

lain Summers 
Auditor-General for the Northern Territory 
18 September 1995 

Darwin 
Northern Territory 



STATEMENT BY ACCOUNTABLE OFFICER 
(a) Proper records of all transactions affecting the Agency are kept and 

employees observe the relevant provisions of the Financial Management 
Act, Treasury Regulations and the Treasurer's Directions; 

(b) Procedures within the Commission afford proper control over expenditure, 
receipts and public property; 

(c) No indication of fraud, malpractice, major breach of legislation or 
delegation, major error in or omission from the accounts and records exists; 

(d) A proper system of internal control is in place; 
(e) The results of audits conducted by the Office of the Auditor-General have 

been tabled at meetings of the Commission; 
(f) The financial statements in this Annual Report have been prepared from 

proper accounts and records; 
(g) Under the terms of contract arrangements for Executive Contract 

Employment, the performance of all Executive Contract employees has 
been reviewed; and 

(h) The Employment Instructions issued by the Commissioner for Public 
Employment are being implemented subject to resource constraints. 

c 
R J COATES 

î : Director 
7 September 1995 



FINANCIAL STATEMENTS IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH TREASURER'S DIRECTIONS 
Statement 1. 

ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE 
AS AT 30 JUNE 1995 

OWED BY CLIENTS OF THE COMMISSION 

TOTAL DUE 
Under 30 Days 
30 to 60 Days 
61 to 90 Days 
Over 90 Days 

There were no monies o w e d to the C o m m i s s i o n by Gove rnment Agenc ies . 

Statement 2. 
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 
AS AT 30 JUNE 1995 

$000 
TOTAL DUE 
Under 30 Days 

External Bodies 77 

$000 $000 
18 

$000 
77 

Statement 3. 
EMPLOYEE ENTITLEMENTS OUTSTANDING 

AS AT 30 JUNE 1995 
Entitlement Amount 

$000 
Airfares 3 
Recreation Leave 101 
Leave Loading 13 
Long Service Leave 

— 5 to 10 years service 55 
— over 10 years service 15 

TOTAL 187 
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V, 
METHODOLOGY 
1. Airfares 
The va lue of airfare entitlements is ca lcu lated using the va lue of ful l airfares for 
employee and dependant spouse, and half fare for other dependants. The airfare 
value used is the cost of an e c o n o m y fare between Da rw in and Ade la ide . 
2. Recreation Leave 
The va lue of recreat ion leave ent i t lements is ca l cu l a ted by PIPS based on 
employees ' actual salaries and entit lements at 30 June 1995. 
3. Leave Loading 
The va lue of leave l oad ing ent i t lements is ca l cu l a ted f rom PIPS based on 
employees ' actual entitlements at 30 June 1995 . 
4. Long Service Leave 
Long service leave entitlements are recognised as accru ing after the comp le t i on 
of f ive years service and the va lue is ca lcu lated by PIPS based on employees ' 
actual salary. 

Statement 4. 
CONSOLIDATED REVENUE ACCOUNT 

RECEIPTS 
1994/95 

Estimated Actual 
$000 $000 

Ni l Nil 

TOTAL Nil Nil 

Statement 5. 
OPERATING ACCOUNT 

RECEIPTS 
1994/95 

Estimated Actual 
$000 $000 

Miscellaneous Receipts 794 494 
Sale of Other Assets 9 11 
Interest Received 45 94 
Commonwealth Government 2111 2232 
Northern Territory Government 818 818 

TOTAL 3777 3649 

Note : Es t imated Rece ip ts i n c l u d e d $ 4 4 3 , 0 0 0 to a l l o w for r ea l i s a t i on of 
investments. Ac tua l real ised investments were $1 ,490 . 
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EXPENDITURE BY ACTIVITY 
1994/95 

Activity/Program Final Actual 
Allocation Expenditure 

$000 $000 
NT Legal Aid Commission 3874 3739 

TOTAL 3874 3739 

Statement 7. 
EXPENDITURE BY STANDARD CLASSIFICATION 

1994/95 
Category of Cost/ Actual 
Standard Classification Expenditure 

$000 $000 

PERSONNEL COSTS 1361 
Higher Duties 16 
Leave Loading 10 
Locum Staff 46 
Northern Territory Allowance 5 
Other Benefits paid by Employer 144 
Overtime 1 
Recreation Leave Fares 2 
Salaries 1017 
Superannuation Employer Contributions 74 
Termination Payments 46 

OPERATIONAL COSTS 1874 
Advertising 2 
Clothing 1 
Communications 55 
Consumables/General Expenses 22 
Document Production 9 
Entertainment 2 
Freight 3 
General Equipment & Machines 9 
Information Technology Services 124 
Insurance 25 
Library Services 62 
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statement 7 (Cont'd) 
Office Requisites & Stationery 27 
Official Duty Fares 27 
Property Management 234 

Recruitment Expenses 2 
Regulatory & Advisory Boards 1 
Relocation Expenses 7 
Training & Study Expenses 33 
TransportA^ehicles 24 
Travelling Allowance 20 
Inhouse Legal Expenses 271 
Referred Legal Expenses 902 
External Duty Solicitor Fees 12 

CAPITAL EXPENDITURE 304 
Information Technology 

Software & Hardware 49 
Office Premises 255 

GRANTS 200 
Darwin Community Legal Centre 196 
Other 4 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE 3739 

Statement 8. 

AUTHORISED VARIATIONS TO ALLOCATIONS 
1994/95 

Budget Section Final Actual 
Activity Allocation 20(1 )(a) Allocation Expenditure 

$000 $000 $000 $000 

Legal Aid 3831 43 3874 3739 

The original budget allocation was varied as a result of a net increase in funding 

received from the Commonwealth and the Northern Territory during the year. 
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WRITE OFFS AND WAIVERS AUTHORISED 
DURING THE FINANCIAL YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 1995 

$ 
Losses or deficiencies of money written off Nil 
Value of public property written off Nil 
Waiver of right to receive or to recover money 6511 

TOTAL 6511 

Note: Waiver of right to receive or to recover money is from date of 
implementation of Financial Management Act. 

Statement 10. 

ACCOUNTABLE OFFICER'S TRUST ACCOUNT 
TRANSACTIONS 

1994/95 
Opening Closing 
Balance Balance 

1 July 1994 Receipts Payments 30 June 1995 
$000 $000 $000 $000 

Nature of Trust Money 
Solicitor's Trust Darwin 143 892 868 167 
Contingency Legal Aid Fund 219 17 15 221 

TOTAL 362 909 883 388 
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1 1 
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

STATEMENT BY COMMISSIONERS 
In the opinion of the Commissioners of the Northern Territory Legal A id 
Commission: 

(a) the accompanying special purpose financial statements of the Commission 
are drawn up so as to give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the 
Commission as at 30 June 1995, and the results for the year ended on that 
date; and 

(b) at the date of this statement there are reasonable grounds to believe that 
the Commission will be able to pay its debts as and when they fall due. 

Signed in Darwin this Sixteenth day of August 1995, in accordance with a 
resolution of Commissioners. 

S.G. Thomas 
Chairman 

R.J. Coates 
Commissioner 



SPECIAL PURPOSE 
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

NORTHERN TERRITORY LEGAL AID 
COMMISSION 

Unaudited 

REVENUE AND EXPENSE STATEMENT 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 1995 

NOTES 1995 1994 

$ 
Operating Revenue 3 $3,641,299 $3,512,047 

Income 3 3,641,299 3,503,047 

Less: Expense 4 4,002,670 3,390,599 

(DeficitySurplus for the year (361,371) 112,448 

Accumulated funds at the beginning 
of the financial year 1,086,506 974,058 

Accumulated funds at the end of 
the financial year $ 725,135 $1,086,506 

The Revenue and Expense Statement is to be read in conjunction with the 

Notes to and forming part of the Financial Statements. 

Northern Territory Legal Aid Commission Annual Report 1994-1995—49 



# i f V f 
NORTHERN TERRITORY 

LEGAL AID COMMISSION 
Unaudited 

BALANCE SHEET 
AS AT 30 JUNE 1995 

NOTES 1995 1994 
$ $ 

CURRENT ASSETS 
Cash 5 966,693 1,057,410 

Receivables ' 6 27,833 35,232 

Investments 7 442,056 443,546 

Prepayments 8 42,082 58,690 

TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS 1,478,664 1,594,878 

NON-CURRENT ASSETS 
Property, plant & equipment 9 429,045 240,051 

TOTAL NON-CURRENT ASSETS 429,045 240,051 

TOTAL ASSETS 1,907,709 1,834,929 

CURRENT LIABILITIES 
Creditors and borrowings 10 78,914 3,448 

Provisions 11 1,049,114 737,594 

TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES 1,128,028 741,042 

NON-CURRENT LIABILITIES 
Provisions 11 54,546 7,381 

TOTAL NON-CURRENT LIABILITIES 54,546 7,381 

TOTAL LIABILITIES 1,182,574 748,423 

NET ASSETS $ 725,135 $1,086,506 

ACCUMULATED FUNDS AND RESERVES 
Accumulated funds 725,135 1,086,506 

TOTAL ACCUMULATED FUNDS AND RESERVES $ 725,135 $1,086,506 

The Balance Sheet is to be read in conjunction with the Notes to and forming 
part of the Financial Statements. 
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NORTHERN TERRITORY LEGAL AID 
COMMISSION 

Unaudited 
STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 1995 

NOTES 1995 

$ 

Inflows 

(Outflows) 

1994 

$ 
inflows 

(Outflows) 

Cash Flows from Operating Activities 
Payments 

Wages and Salaries 
Other 

(1,361,113) 

(2,066,675) 

(1,389,574) 

(1,888,018) 

Receipts 

User charges . 
Interest Received 
Other 

494,378 

94,117 

1,490 

482,051 

40,638 

235 

Net Cash Flows Used in Operating 

Activities 15 $(2,837,803) $(2,754,668) 

Cash Flows from Investing Activities 
Payments for purchase of plant & equipment 
Payments for investments 
Receipts from investments 

(304,117) 

(442,056) 

443,546 

(34,913) 
(443,546) 

472,884 

Net Cash Flows Used in Investing Activities $ (302,627) $( 5,575) 

Cash Flows from Government 
Receipts from recurrent/capital grant 3,049,713 3,060,108 

Net Cash Flows Provided by Government $3,049,713 $3,060,108 

Net IncreaseADecrease) in Cash Held (90,717) 299,865 

Cash at the Beginning of the Reporting Year 1,057,410 757,545 

Cash at the End of the Reporting Year 15 $ 966,693 $1,057,410 

The statement of Cash Flows should be read in conjunction with the notes to 
and forming part of the financial statements. 
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NORTHERN TERRITORY LEGAL AID 
COMMISSION 

Unaudited 
NOTES TO AND FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 1995 
1. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 
The Northern Territory Legal Aid Commission was established on 11 June 1990 
by the Legal Aid Act 1990. The Commission is subject to the directions of the 
Minister for the appointment of a Chairman and a Commissioner. The function of 
the Commission is to provide legal assistance in accordance with this Act. The 
Commission commenced its activities on 1 July 1990. 
Basis of Accounting 
This special purpose financial report has been prepared for distribution to the 
members. The accounting policies used in the preparation of this report are 
consistent with previous years and are described below: 
(a) The accounts have been prepared using the accrual basis of accounting 

including the historical cost convention and the going concern assumption. 
(b) The Commissioners have determined that the Commission is not a 

"reporting entity". However, the Commissioners have determined that in 
order for the accounts to give a present and fair view of the Commission's 
results of operations and state of affairs, the requirements of Accounting 
Standards relating to the measurement of assets, liabilities, revenues, 
expenses and equity should be complied with. 
Accordingly, the Commissioners have prepared the accounts in accordance 
with Accounting Standards, with the following exceptions: 
AAS 22 Related Party Disclosures 
AAS 30 Accounting for Employee Entitlements 

(c) Cost in relation to assets represents the cash amount paid or the fair value 
of the asset given in exchange. In determining recoverable amount the 
expected net cash flows have not been discounted to their present value. 

Government Appropriations and Grants 
Government appropriations and grants are recognised in the revenue and expense 
statement at the time of their receipts. 
Property, Plant and Equipment 
Property, plant and equipment are carried at cost or at independent valuation. 
Any surplus on revaluation is credited directly to the asset revaluation reserve 
and excluded from the revenue and expense statement. Any gain or loss on the 
disposal of a revalued asset is determined as the difference between the carrying 
amount of the asset at the time of disposal and the proceeds of disposal, and is 
included in the revenue and expense statement in the year of disposal. 



NORTHERN TERRITORY LEGAL AID 
COMMISSION 

Unaudited 
NOTES TO AND FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 1995 

1. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Contd) 
Property, plant and equipment purchased for less than $5,000 during the year 
have been written off to expense. 

Depreciation and Amortisation of Fixed Assets 
Property, plant and equipment, including buildings and leasehold property but 
excluding freehold land, are depreciated/amortised over their expected useful 
economic lives using the straight line method. 
Assets are first depreciated or amortised in theyear of acquisition or, in respect of 
internally constructed assets, from the time an asset is held ready for use. 

Employee Benefits 
Provision is made for long service leave and annual leave estimated to be payable 
to employees. The amounts provided have been apportioned between current 
and non-current. The current liability consists of entitlements accrued by 
employees with more than nine years' service, whilst the non-current represents 
accruals for employees with more than seven years and less than nine years' 
service at the end of the financial year. 

Superannuation Fund 
All employees, who have served for a specific period, may participate in the 
Northern Territory Government Superannuation Scheme. The Commission's 
contributions paid to the scheme are paid on a regular basis and are expensed as 
paid. 

Income Tax 
The Northern Territory Legal Aid Commission is a public authority within the 

meaning of Section 23(d) of the Income Tax Assessment Act and its income is 

exempt under the provisions of the Act. 

Investments 

Investments are shown at cost. 

Liability on Current Grants of Aid 
Provision has been made for legal liability to private legal practitioners for 
approved grants of aid on current legal cases, based on the Commission's scale 
of fees payable and the historical expenditure for each category of legal service. 
This calculation of the liability on current legal cases is a reliable measure of the 
quantum that will be paid to private practitioners vvhen the services are provided. 
The grants of aid approved but not certified have not been provided in the accounts 
but shown by the way of Note. 
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NORTHERN TERRrTORY LEGAL AID 
COMMISSION 

Unaudited 
NOTES TO AND FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 1995 

1. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Contd) 

Contingent Assets/Liabilities 
There were no known contingent assets or contingent liabilities of a significant 
nature at 30 June 1995. 

For the purposes of the Statement of Cash Flows, cash includes cash held in a 
trust account with the Northern Territory Treasury and money market investments 
readily convertible to cash within 2 working days, net of outstanding bank 
overdrafts. 

2. ECONOMIC DEPENDENCE 
The Commission is funded predominately by annual appropriations by the 
Northern Territory Government and the Commonwealth Government to meet 
proposed cash expenditure on both operational and capital items in the current 
financial year. These financial statements have been prepared on a going concern 
basis in the expectation that such funding will continue. 

Cash 

1995 
$ 

1994 
$ 

3. OPERATING REVENUE 
Income for the year consists of: 
Grants Income 
Client Contributions 
Recovered Costs 
Interest 
Others 

3,049,713 
74,827 

421,152 
94,117 
1,490 

2,988,405 
153,206 
320,563 
40,638 

235 

Total Income 
Proceeds from sale of non-current assets 

3,641,299 
0 

3,503,047 
9,000 

Total Operating Revenue $3,641,299 $3,512,047 
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NORTHERN TERRITORY LEGAL AID 
COMMISSION 

Unaudited 
NOTES TO AND FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 1995 
1995 1994 

$ $ 

4. EXPENSES -
Expenses for the year consist of: 
Personnel costs 1,442,588 1,379,766 

Administration costs 454,013 476,487 

Legal costs 1,518,602 956,016 
Minor assets 73,224 72,676 
Grants and subsidies 199,860 188,259 
Depreciation 125,623 124,567 

Operating lease expenditure 188,760 188,760 
Loss on sale of non-current assets 0 4,068 

$4,002,670 $3,390,599 

5. CASH 
Cash on hand 750 750 
Cash held in a bank account with 
the NT Treasury 965,943 1,056,660 

$ 966,693 $1,057,410 

6. RECEIVABLES 
Current 

Trade Debtors 17,833 25,232 
Advances 10,000 10,000 

$ 27,833 $ 35,232 

7. INVESTMENTS 
Current 

Westpac Bills - at cost $ 442,056 $ 443,546 
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NORTHERN TERRrTORY LEGAL AID 
COMMISSION 

Unaudited 
NOTES TO AND FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 1995 

1995 1994 

^ - ^ 

8. PREPAYMENTS 
Current 
Revenue -Insurance 24,842 41,917 

- Rent 17,240 16,773 

42,082 58,690 

9. PROPERTY, PLANT AND EQUIPMENT 
Freehold land and buildings - at cost 

Less: Accumulated depreciation 

255,000 
0 

0 
0 

255,000 0 

Leasehold Improvements - at cost 

Less: Accumulated depreciation 

121,363 
66,803 

121,363 
26,814 

54,560 94,549 

Plant and equipment - at cost 

Less: Accumulated depreciation 

332,177 

223,192 

283,061 

137,559 

108,983 145,502 

Total Property, Plant and Equipment 

- Net book value $418,545 $ 240,051 

10. CREDITORS AND BORROWINGS 
CURRENT 

Trade Creditors and accrued expenses $ 78,914 $ 3,448 
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NORTHERN TERRITORY LEGAL AID 
COMMISSION 

Unaudited 
NOTES TO AND FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 1995 

1995 1994 

$ $ 

11. PROVISIONS 
CURRENT 

Employee entitlements - annual leave 
- airfares 

_ - long service leave 
- leave loading 

101,491 
2,590 

15,300 
12,603 

76,018 
2,313 

15,695 
4,454 

Grants of Aid , 

131,990 
917,124 

98,480 
639,114 

$1,049,114 $ 737,594 

NON-CURRENT 
Employee entitlements - long service leave $ 54,546 $ 7,381 

12. PRIVATE PRACTITIONERS FEES 
Private practitioner fees expenditure 
contracted for but not certified and 
not provided for in the financial statements $ 0 $ 0 

13. SUPERANNUATION COMMITMENTS 
Employees' superannuation entitlements are principally provided through the 
Northern Territory Government and Public Authorities Superannuation Scheme 
(NTGPASS) and the Commonwealth Superannuation Scheme (CSS). Benefits from 
these Schemes are supplemented by an additional " 3 % productivity" benefit 
from the Northern Territory Supplementary Superannuation Scheme (NTSSS). The 
NTSSS benefit is also provided to employees who are not NTGPASS or CSS 
members, provided they are employed for at least 3 months. 

m 

Northern Territory Legal Aid Commission Annual Report 1994-1995—57 



NORTHERN TERRrrORY LEGAL AID 
COMMISSION 

Unaudited 
NOTES TO AND FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 1995 

13. SUPERANNUATION COMMITMENTS (Contd) 
The NTGPASS and NTSSS provide lump sum benefits while the CSS provides a 
mixture of lump sum and pension benefits. 

The cost of employer-financed benefits in the NTGPASS, NTSSS and CSS is met 
by the NT Government with administration being undertaken by the NT 
Superannuation Off ice. The NT Legal A id Commission discharges these 
superannuation obligations by making regular actuarially determined contributions 
to the NT Government which assumes the liability for benefit payments when 
they fall due. Employer contributions paid to the Territory in 94/95 financial year 
were $34,999 (1994 - $37,656) for the NTGPASS, $26,708 for the NTSSS (1994 
- $21,420), and $12,384 for the CSS (1994 - $20,877). Total employer 
contributions 1995 - $74,091 (1994 - $79,953). 

Employee contributions for NTGPASS members are based on an elected rate of 
2% to 6% salary. CSS members must contribute 5% of salary and may elect to 
contribute up to an additional 5% of salary as supplementary contributions. NTSSS 
benefits are entirely employer funded and do not require employee contributions. 

14. TRUST ACCOUNTS 
The Commission, as part of its legal operations, operates a solicitor's trust account 
to control the flow of client funds. As at 30 June 1995, the Trust Account had a 
balance of $166,966 (1994 - $143,205). 

15. STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS 
1995 1994 

$ $ 
Reconciliation of net cash used in operating 
activities to operating surplusAdeficit) 
Operating (deficiO/surplus (361,371) 112,448 
Depreciation 125,623 124,567 
(Decrease)/lncrease in provisions 358,685 (17,813) 
lncrease/(Decrease) in creditors 64,966 (15,523) 
Decrease/dncrease) in receivables 7,399 1,282 
Decrease/dncrease) in grant receivables 0 71,703 
Government revenues (3,049,713) (3,060,108) 
Decrease/dncrease) in prepayments (non-capital) 16,608 15,708 
Loss on sale of non-current assets 0 4,068 
Increase in receivables (capital) 0 9,000 

Net cash flows used in operating activities $(2,837,803) $(2,754,668) 
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NORTHERN TERRITORY LEGAL AID 
COMMISSION 

Unaudited 
NOTES TO AND FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 1995 
1995 1994 

$ $ 
16. EXPENDITURE COMMITMENTS 
Lease Expenditure Commitments 
Operating Leases (non-cancellable) 

- not later than one year 173,795 188,760 
- later than one year but not later 
than two years 136,800 169,960 

- later than two years but not later 

than five years 0 133,800 

Aggregate lease expenditure contracted for at balance date but not provided for $ 310,595 $ 492,520 
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NORTHERN TERRriORY LEGAL AID 
COMMISSION 

Unaudited 
NOTES TO AND FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 1995 

17. CONTINGENCY LEGAL AID FUND 
Under Section 44 of the Northern Territory of Australia Legal Aid Act 1990 the 

Contingency Legal Aid Fund was established towards the end of the 1992/93 

financial year. The fund is available to provide financial assistance to eligible 

persons to enable them to bring or defend civil proceedings. It was set up with a 

seeding grant from the Law Society Public Purpose Trust. The value of the seeding 

grant was $200,000. 

As at the 30 June 1995 the financial position of the fund was as follows: 

Opening Balance 

Adjustment to opening balance - re: interest 

Adjusted opening balance 

Income 
Interest earned 
Contingency Fees 
Client Contributions 
Costs Recovered 

1995 

$ 
219,924 

(935) 

218,989 

13,231 
0 

1,000 
3,000 

1994 

$ 

204,668 
0 

204,668 

9,283 
1 5,000 

1,000 
45,000 

Closing Balance 

Expenditure 
Disbursements 
Bank Charges 

17,231 

15,272 
31 

70,283 

54,952 
75 

15,303 55,027 

Cash balance at year end 220,917 
Less 

Client's Grants approved but not paid at year end 75,188 

Net Funds Available $ 145,729 

219,924 

49,471 

$ 170,453 

60—Northern Territory Legal Aid Commission Annual Report 1994-1995 
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