
The Australian Government’s Code of Behaviour is important for 
you if you have a Bridging E visa or are getting one. 

The Code of Behaviour is a promise that you will follow Australian 
laws and rules. This factsheet tells you your legal rights and 
responsibilities under the Code of Behaviour.
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What is the Code of Behaviour?
The Code of Behaviour is a promise that you will 
follow Australian laws and rules. It is a form that you 
sign. To get or renew your Bridging E visa* you must 
sign a Code of Behaviour.  This is what the Code of 
Behaviour looks like: 

What if I do not know much about 
Australian laws and rules?
There are many laws and rules in Australia. All people 
in Australia must follow these laws and rules. All 
people have rights under the law. 

It is up to you to know what laws you have to follow. 
It may not sound fair, but it is no excuse to say ‘I didn’t 
know about the law’. 

You can get free legal information and help if you need 
it from the services listed at the end of this fact sheet. 

What happens if I do not follow the laws?
This means that you have broken the Code of 
Behaviour and the Department of Immigration MAY 
cancel your visa. 

They MAY do this if you break these type of laws: 

• if you drive dangerously or do not make sure your
car is safe to drive

• if you hurt someone or you are violent towards
them.

The Department of Immigration MAY ALSO cancel 
your visa if you: 

• do things that make the community feel
very unsafe

• do not do what the Department tells you to do,
for example, go to an important appointment.

What happens if my visa is cancelled?
Before a visa is cancelled the Department MAY give 
you a warning or change some visa conditions. 

When a Bridging visa is cancelled, you will 
probably go to immigration detention.  

Can I find out more about the 
Code of Behaviour?
If you are not sure what you have to do then ask your 
case worker for help. If you have any questions about 
the Code of Behaviour ask your case worker where 
you can get more information, or contact the services 
below.

Can a lawyer help me?
You can get free help if:

• you are in trouble, or think you may be in trouble
with the law

• your visa will end soon and you have been in
trouble in the past

• you think the Department might cancel your visa

• you get a ‘notice of intention to cancel visa’.

Legal services can provide advice about criminal law 
and other legal problems and explain where you can 
get migration law advice.

Do not wait, it is very important to get legal 
advice quickly.
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*If you don’t know what visa you have, check with the Department
of Immigration and Border Protection or ask your case worker to 
help you find out.

Code of Behaviour—legal information

Translators and Interpreters
Call the Translating and Interpreting Service (TIS) on 13 14 50 
and ask for an interpreter to call the number of the legal service 
for you. Tell the legal service about your visa so they can give you 
correct information. Tell them it is urgent.
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