
Parents are responsible for supporting their children. If you are
together. separated or if you never lived together. you r obligation
to support your children continues,

This factsheet has information for both parents or non-parent
carers. whether you payor receive child support. You will find
information here on:

• how the child support formula works
• how child support and Family Tax Benefit are affected by:

- income
- other family .
- the amount of time you spend with the children (your 'care

levels')
• Family Tax Benefit, child support agreements and collecl ion

arrangements
• how Legal Aid can help.

For more information on how to arrange child support and
care arrangements for the children, see the Legal Aid factsheet
'Organising child support and care arrangements for your children',

How docs the child support formula world
When working out your child support payment, Ihe Child Support
Agency looks al:

• both parents' income
• if you are supporting other children
• the costs of raising children <including their agesand the

number of children)
• how much l ime you spend wilh the children <your 'levels

of care').

How does income affect child support?
The costs of the children are shared by both parents. The
Child Support Agency works out these costs by combining
both parents income, Each parent has a 'selt-support amount'
deducted from their income before the calculations are done, The
parent with the higher income is responsible for providing the
greater share of the children's costs.

Do your lax reiurns every year. The Child Support Agency and
the Australian Taxation Office share their records. If you lodge a
tax return late, your child support assessment for past years may
change. You may have paid or been paid too much child support.
This can cause financial diff iculties.

If you look after the children but are not a parent of the children
you can apply to the Child Support Agency for child support. Legal
Aid or a community legal centre can give you more information,

What if I pay child support and have other children living
with me?
It is important that the Child Support Agency know you have
other children of your own living wi th you, If you do, your income
used to calculate your child support responsibilities may be
reduced and you may pay less child support.
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If you have step-children, your step-child's parents are
responsible for supporting them, In special circumstances you
can apply to have your assessment reviewed if you have child
support children and step-children. Get legal advice about this.

How do the children's costs and their care arrangements affect
child support?
The amount of care you and the other parent provide for the
children can be recognised as meeting some or all of the costs of
Ihe children.

Someof the children's costs can be met directly through looking
after your children, and the rest will be paid or received as child
support. This table explains how much of your child support
responsibilities are met directly through looking after your children,

Meetin g the costs of yo til' children through direct care

The amount of
The nights Words the Child child support that

peryearthe Equal to these Support Agency you meet directly
children spend nights per use todescribe this through looking after

with you for tnight levelof care your children

0-5 1nights 1night '~elow regular care None

52-127nights 2-4 nights 'Regular care 24%

128-175 nights 5-6 nights 'Shared care 25% plus 2% for
everypercentage
pointover 35%

176- 189 nights 7 nights 50%

190- 237 nights 8-9 nights 51% plus 2% for
every percentage
point over 53%

238-313 nights 10-12 nights 'Primary care 76%

314-365 nights 13-14 nights 'Above primary care 100%

If you care for the children 52 nights or more each year, and
are receiving a Centrelink benefit, you may not need to pay child
support. This is because you are meeting your share of the
children's costs by looking after them.

If you change the amount of time you care for the children, your
child support may also change. This is because your share of Ihe
children's costs may vary depending on how much time you look
after them.

You must tell the Child Support Agency as soon as your childcare
arrangements change. If the Child Support Agency makes a
decision that you disagree wi th, get legal advice quickly. Legal
Aid or a community legal centre can help.



Wh at sor ts of things affect my Fam ily Tax Benefit
Part A?
You can on ly receive Family Tax Benefit Part A if you care for the

children at least 35% of the time. You wi ll usually have to satisfy
Centrelink that you have applied for a ch itd support assessment
fr om the othe r paren t to receive Family Tax Benef it Par t A. You
may not have to if spec ial circumstances appty. Speak to your
Centrelink soc ial wo rke r about thi s.

Pare nts w ho re ceive Fami ly Tax bene fi t Part A (at more than the
base rate) are req uired by Centrelink to apply for a child suppor t

assessment.

Child care levels and Family Tax Benef it Par t A

Centrel ink wi ll calculate how much time you spend w ith the
ch ildren. They wi ll calcu late you r Family Tax Bene fi t Par t A
based on thi s. Cenl rel ink lakes into account the amount of ti me
you spend w ith the chi ldre n, including daytimes as we ll as nights.

Income levels and Family Tax Benef it Par t A

Fami ly Tax Benef it Part A is affec ted by you r year ly household
income ( includ ing you r new part ner s' income) and your chi ld
support payments for each child.

Collect ion arrangements and Family Tax Benefi t Part A ­
form ula assessments
If you have a child suppor t for mul a assessment and you r child
support payme nts are paid,

- on time. and
- in full

your Family Tax Bene fi t Part A w ill usually be based on the same
amo unt of ch ild suppor t each fortnight.

If the Child Suppor t Agency collec ts your payments and,
• your child support payments are not regular, or
• are tess than they shou ld be

you can ask to have you r Family Tax Bene fi t Par t A calculated
acco rd ing to the act ual ch ild suppo rt payments that you receive.
Your Family Tax Benef it Par t A payments wi ll go up and down
depend ing on how much child support you receive. If you later
receive a lump sum of ch ild suppor t owed to you, you may
have to pay some of the Fami ly Tax Benefi t Par t A back. Talk to
Centrel ink about which method may be best for you.

If you transfer your chi ld suppor t pr iva tely, Centre link w ill pay
your Family Tax Benefit Part A as if you are receiving the amount
you would rece ive under the assessment. If you agree to accept
less ch ild support than the amount you are entitled to in the
assessment. you r Family Tax Bene fit Part A w ill not change.

Family Tax Benef it Part A - child support agreements
- Child support agreements registered before 1Ju ly 2008

Your Famil y Tax Bene f it Part A w ill be worked ou t us ing the
amount of child suppor t in your agree ment.

- Chi ld suppor t agree ments registered after 1 J uly 2008

Your Family Tax Bene f it Part A wi ll be based on the amount of
child support tha t wo uld have been payable under a formula
asses smen t.

Your other fami ly and Famity Tax Benefit

Family Tax Benef it Part A is calculated separa tely for each child,
tak ing into account household income and any ch ild support
received for each child. Thi s means tha t you may be paid Family
Tax Benef it Part A at a different rate for individual ch ildr en in
your care. This area is complicated. Talk to Centrelink for more
information.

Child support, Family Tax Benefit
and your child care levels

Wh ere to get help
For infor mation on how to arrange child suppor t and make
care arra ngements for the children, see the Legal Aid
fact sheet 'Orga nising chi ld suppo rt and care arra ngements
for you r chi ldren'.

Contact detail s
NT Legal A id Commission
5th floo r, 9-11 Cavenagh St,
Darwin, NT

Tel, 8999 3000

Legal Information Line
Tel , 1800019343

www.ntlac.nt.gov.au

Darwin Community Legal Centre
Tel , 1800 812 953

Child Suppor t Agency
Tel , 131 272

Financial counselling
The Child Support Age ncy may be able to ref er you to a
financial counsellor in your area.

Tel , 131 272

Centrel ink
Tel, 136 150 , f rom 8.00 am to 8.00 pm, Man - Fr i

133 677 (Relay , deaf and hear ing impaired)

Fami ly Assistance Offi ce
Tel, 136 150

Family Relationship Adv ice Line
Tel , 1800 050 321 . ,

Domest ic Violence Legal Service
Tel, 89993000

Discla im er: The materi al in this publication is intended as a general guide only. Readers
shou ld not act on the basis of any materia l in this publication w ithout getting legal advice
about their ow n particul ar situat ions. National Legal Aid on behalf of all Australian l egal
Aid Commissions expressly disclaim s any liabi lity hows oever caused \0 any person in
respect of any action taken in reliance on the contents of this publication.
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